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Rosendale

Art has no Parameters . . . Artists do, they con-
tinually re-define them.

It is in this context of parameter definition that
“Rosendale’ was undertaken. It is my belief that
those constantly re-defining form, perceive reality
differently. They conceive visually, and therefore can
retain and examine abstract concerts in a formal
structure. Esthetics is particularly well suited for such
visual conceptuaiization.

Esthetic structure and form can be applied
equally well to social and political systems as physi-
cal ones.. Most political structures lack formal con-
cept and move from crisis to crisis. The lack of
conceptual structure limits them to being responsive
rather than initiative.

in **‘Rosendale, A Public Work™', the attempt was
made to superimpose a formal concept upon an
essentially directionless political micro-system and to
affect that system permanently by doing so, politically
it was successful. A community of 1,500, founded
in 1669, having gone through a rich and varied past,
being faced with a less than glorious present, was
disincorporated forever.

Rosendale, laboring under archaic tax loads, was
suffering from power struggles betweenirreconcilable
groups, as was the rest of this country during that
time. The political structure was primarily preoc-
cupied with maintaining its control. Any possibility
of compromise with the changing population, a more
liberal segment, was responded to defensively. It was
within this conflict and reality that ‘‘Rosendale, A
Public Work'' was born.

In March 1975 we won the hotly contested cam-
paign. |, as mayor, Mark Phalen, like myself basically
A-political, as trustee. Political unknowns, we won
by a vote against our opposition. Through the next
few years until December 31, 1977 the concept of
dissolving Rosendale evolved.

Dissolution as the only rational course became
evident to me in February of 1975, two months prior
lo the election, but disincorporation was too radical
an issue o be successfully undertaken by poilitical
new-comers. Over the course of the next two years,
credibility had to be established and disincorporation
strategy developed and implemented. Deliberate
changes in political structures don't just happen, they
are planned and occur because they seem inevitable.

To make changes seem inevitable requires a clear
structure and a systematic process.

Disincorporation, at first, was perceived as radi-
cal and politically controvertial, but by the time of the
required referendum it had become accepted as an
inevitability and was endorsed by over 70% of the
voters. It is that process from being nominated to the
final dissolution that constitutes *“Rosendale, A Public
Work''.

Artistically ‘‘Rosendale” followed a sequence in
my art, beginning with the “discovery'’ and ‘“‘phen-
omena' works of the late sixties. The art consisted
of examples of physical and perceptual discoveries
| had made during that period. The discoveries were
attractively packaged, compatible with existant art
forms and well received. '

During this period, however, many changes were’

taking place in my thinking of art which precipitated
the re-definition to political artand made ‘*‘Rosendale”
possible.

One very important change was my participation
at the organizational level of a group called **Muse-
um'', an underground art group in New York City. It

was my first opportunity to participate in the develop- .

ment of a formal group structure. | became fasci-
nated by the social and political process.

During that period a different perspective on art
became clear to me as well. it became apparent that
art was a continuum of predictable steps each built
upon the last. It seemed that by being familiar with
the then accepted formal parameters of art, and by
doing work within those parameters, there was a
great likelyhoed of art community acceptance of that
work. Creative ieaps were reduced 1o inevitable
innovations and predictable steps. | became fasci-
nated with the process of conception to completion
rather than the product.

From that point | found it difficult to continue
making art within the standard context. However, my
fascination with “'process’, ''group dynamics’’, and
the newly discovered predictable innovation principal
continued.

My first attempts at combining these elements




occurred in 1970, when | attempted the first “idea
plants” or “‘influence pieces, as | refer to them.

The principal was this, if it was correct; that the
next step in art was predictable, then it didn’t matter
who took it. Anyone actualizing that step would enjoy
some degree of acceptance based on the accuracy
of apparent inevitability of that step. The steps might
be suggested to someone else, and they might pro-
duce the work, unaware of my influence. When their
piece was accepted by either being published or
shown, my piece would be completed. The principal
worked, the process was predictable. | became
somewhat apprehensive of the manipulative aspects
of this direction and discontinued any further pursuit.

In 1974 | discovered that the political arena is
where influence and concept come together com-
patibly. From this grew “‘Rosendale, A Public Work".
It was a very time consuming and complicated work,
in retrospect worthwhiie and compatible with the
continuum of my art. | felt that the political process
like any other had predictable resuits given controlied
input. In the case of Rosendale the process was a
two year sequence of semi-controlled events to
achieve a desired product — dissolution.

Raivo Puusemp

-

Though, through the course of “‘Rosendale”
nearly 1500 people participated, the efforts

of Mark Phelan, the trustees, village
employees, Pat Argiro of the New Paltz

News, and the reporters of the “*Kingston
Freeman,'' and ‘*Huguenot Herald"' stand'out.
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Rosendale Dems
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RUSENDALE

The Rosendale Democratic
Party nominated an Ulster
County Community College
(UCCC) staff member to run

. for mayor of the village of

Rosendale, and the Town
Democratic Chairman Paul
Cahill to run for trustee,
when the party met in caucus
Tuesday night. Raivo
Puusemp, the 32-year-old
head of the instructional me-
dia center at UCCC, is  the
Democratic mayoral can-
didate. Cahill said Puusemp
was unopposed.

Cahill -said Puusemp has
had, as head of a department,
experience in personnel mat-
ters, and ‘‘has handled
budgets larger than the vil-
lage has, ~o he certainly know.
something about fiscal " re-
sponsibility’”

" The town chairman for two

vears, Cahill defeated Mat- "

Mayor

thew Dwender in a runoff at
the caucus to become can-
didate for trustee: Cahill ran
for mayor two years ago, and
lost by four votes. He is a

from the U. S. Navy.
Cahill said incumbent
Mayor Robert Sheehan, regis-
tered as a Democral but
elected on the Conservative
line, had sent a letter to the
caucus saying he could not
attend. He “left no doubt”
that he was not running this
vear, according to Cahill.” _ '
Both the mayor and trusteg
positions are for two yedrs,
with the election he{}_ in’
March. )
Cahill said about 65 pegple«
turned out for the caucuses
which he said was “very en-
couraging.”
- The caticus was Chaired hy
incumbent Trustee Barhara

DeStetano. .

Rosendale, Ulster County, New York 12472

“ha Yiltag

retired chief petty officer

BE IT HEREBR RESOLVED: That es® Election will be held—si===be-
2re+d for the Office of Villare Trustee and the Office of Village

Mayor of the Vil'are of Rusendale New York for a term of 7 years

.

at the Village Hal! Located omn Main Street Rosendale FNew YOrk
Between the Hours of Noon and Hine pm on March 18, 1975 and

Be It Futher Resolved: that the following candidates hawe
been duly nominated for such offices in accordance with the
provisions of Article 17 of the New York State Election Law:

Raivo Puusenp

Burrs Crossing Road‘

Rosendale New York Democratic nominee for The Public office

of Village Mayor

K athliom. & M

Yathleen C. Mihm
Villare Clerk

o g peny wome w
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Puusemp, Phelan Sweep Elections

g

ROSENDALE (HVN): Demo-
crat Raivo Puusemp, whose cam-
paign “accentuated the positive'’
by stirring up enthusiasm for the
rejuvenation of the Village of Ro-
sendale, has won the Mayoralty
with a huge majority. He polled
304 votes to Republican Harriet
Mulligan’s 144, George Mont-
gomery, the independent can-
didate whose petition failed, re-
ceived about 30 write-in votes,
42 of which were counted as ac-
curately filed. A fewballots were
found to be blank.

Mark Phelan, Democratic
candidate for Trustee also won
handily, with a total vate of 258
to Republic Lloyd Gersback's
182. Billy Gouldy, whose petit-
jon was also found unacceptable,
received about 50 write-in votes,
42 of which were accurately made
out and therefore acceptable.

The Tuesday election was an
outstanding exampte of commun-
ity concern, as 504 of the 500
eligible voters turned out topar-
ticipate in choosing a Mayor and
a Trustee.

Mayor-elect Puusemptoid the
NEW PALTZ NEWS Tuesday
night that ‘‘the vote was very
encouraging. It indicated that
more and more people are show-
ing a real interest in participating
in the political process, which is
just what is needed if the process
is to remain viable. The support
[ received indicates to me that
people are genuinely interested
in the programs and goals [ out-
lined in my campaign. That sup-
port will make it possibie toach-
ieve the goals [ have set.”

Mayor Sheehan, who did not

INCORPORATED VILLAGE

advocates **

Mark Phelan, Trustee-elect, a
cation in the village, leading to a stronger sense of commumtv"

improved communi-

Rosendale, Ulster County, New
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~Tzg5e of Rosendale

Raivo Puusemp, Mayor-elect of the Village of Rosendale,
looks forward to reali-ing his goal of *‘rejuvenation of the vils

lage".

seek re-election, said that he
feels that ‘*Raivo Puusemp will
definitely do the job if he has the
support of the people, which I
think [ have had”.

Trustee Barbara DeStefano,
who won re-election in a land-
slide vowe last year, was very
please with the election results.
She. said that °‘Both ol these
young men are responsible, en-
thusiastic and highly intelligent
individuals. Most important, |

think they will provide the kind
of responsive leadership we so
desperately need. | also feel that
the kind of work [ have been try-
ing to do on the Village Board
will now meet with genuine sup-
port. The people have spoken loud
and clear. They will not longer
tolerate unresponsive govern-
ment oificials. I am looking for-
ward to working with people who
are themselves looking forward
to working with people.”

OF ROSENDALE
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—-’_-‘Vlllagers React to Catskill Commission Consohdatlon l'l

Nl . By JON POWERS
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changed 11> mind when 1t reaitzed that the
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The above article outlines the study conducted by Catskill

- Commission Re: Relative merits of small communities remaining

incorporated.

B O B A
— e e e

value assessment

It outlined four criteria for recommended dissoiution.

Population 1,500 or less

Population density less than 1,500 per square mile
Road mileage less than 10 miles

A combined tax rate more than $20 per 1,000 of full

Rosendale met or came close to _all of the above, however, dissolution

was a very emotional and controvertial issue for first-time candidates

=

to tackle with certainty of success.

community problems,

So, a campaign to solve other

specifically Police Department reorganization,

- sewer system construction, and water system renovation were undertaken.

They, among other things’, established the credibility from which a

successful disincorporation campaign could be launched.

The following

pages outline the pre-disincorporation projects.




MONTHLY BOARD MEETING

August 27, 1975

Mr.

Mastfo

read a prepared statement that is attached to these minutes

concerning the safety of the village and asking for resignations.

The Mayor answered that it is this kind of incident and reflection,

this kind of atﬁitude, these adversary opinions that bring the resi-

dents of Rosendale to a Village Board meetinge

The Village

Office especially that of Mayor is not one which is accompanied by

dictatorial powers.

that lawe

The Mayor is bound by law to follow and uphold

It is easy to say we have to do something about it but what

we are talking about is civil rightse.

If you have a

solution other than just being here and demanding resignations this

board is more than happy to work with you but on no ground will this

board buckle under that kind of pressure.

6-A" September 10, 1975

Mayor Defends Village And Board _

ROSENDALE (HVN): Mayor
Raivo Puousemp who, together
with the two Viiage Tr

handled extremely well by our
poltee chhf and a pouth.l.b

was publicly castigated at the
August 27th Village Board meet-
ing by a group who calied them-
selves the *‘concerned citizens,”
this week responded to the
group’s outspoken criticism of
the village and its administra-
tion.

The Mayor, who campaigned
and won office on a platform of
positivism about the future of
the village said in a statement
to the press that ‘“Rosendale s
not the deplorable hot spot of
crime and violence that a small
but vocal minority claim & to
be, The exaggerstions of this
group do an injustice to the rest
of the citizens of Rosendale by
creating a negative image, The
lawless picture of our village
painted by the spokesmen of this
group is simply not true,”

Clarifying his position inref-
erence to the specific criticlams
of the group spokesman, Mayor
Puusemp went on fo say that
““There were two incidents dur-
ing this administfation that re-
late to any of the claims made,
The ‘riot’ as it was called was

to minor incidents. The other
was an unfortunate stabbing which
took place at a thme when our
village police were not on duty.”
The Mayor was referring here
to the brutal stabbing of larty
Wasdyke of Fairlawn, New Jer-
sey between the hours of 4 and
5 a.m, on Main Street the week
before the meeting, Police latar
arrested several people, also
from New Jersey, in connection
with the crime, At the time of
this occurrence, there were no
all-aight police patrois In the
village.

The Mayor poimted out that
‘“back-up®* police protection was,
however, available, He said,
‘*The call was responded to by the
Ulster County Sheriff*s Depart-
ment as has aiways been the
procedure when our part-time
Village force is off, As a result
of those Incidents and before
the indignant outery for our re-
signations we Increased our night
shift by 25 hours per week, as
well as inttdating radio assisted
foot patrols for Main Street,

ROSENDALE NEWS

REPORTER PATRICIA ARGIRO 691-2000

Al

These steps give the village more
Coverage than it has had at any
time in the past and hopefully,
enough. Should we need more,
we will again reassess the sit-
uatioa.”’

Pointing out that the addition
of a man to patrol the Village

bad-publicity methods, If the
‘concerned citizens’ really are
concerned citizens they should
try to work with the adminis-
tration for mutually beneficial
solutions in a constructive man-
ner, The ‘slander, innuendo and
exaggerating tactics of the group
are reminiscent of an i

between the hours of midnight
and 5 a.m, on every weelnight
will cost the Viliage $2900 be-
tween now and the end of the
fiscal year, the Mayor said, “‘It
must be mentioned that there is
a cost attached to each new
obligation. If the citizens of Ro-
sendale feel they want full time

protection we can provide it, but

at the expenie of higher taxes.”
The additional night patroiman
plus the purchase of a walkie-
talkde radfo system is costing
the Village aimost one-third of
the total police budget allocated
for this fiscal year.

Comtnenting on still another
of the charges made by the group,
the Mayor said, “In response
to claims that we condone trans-
{ent trade, it {s not our position
within the law to categorically
exclude anyone from our village,

We have never heard a more .
irresponsible statement. What

would they have us do, post NO
ENTRY signs at village boun-
darfes? The law, fortunately, is
Intended 0 protect us all from
that mentallty and sucharbitrary
enforcement. We feel it would
serve the best I[nterest of all
citizens of Rosendale to discuss
these matters tn aclvilized man-
ner rather than using hysterical

12

old style Rosendale polmcal
campaign.”

Summing up his positive po-
sition on the village and the ac-

tlons of his administration, e
Mayor concluded, 'R is our hoge
that the steps we have taken wu
our willingress to take furter
action are reassuring 1o tow
truly concerned about the welj. -
being of our village, We asx
hope that the belligerent minoe-
ity can learn that the antagon-
istic adversary positian is m
longer the only way to implemen
governmental change in Rosen
dale.”

Sgt. Harold Arnold

Resigns

ROSENWALE (HVN): On'Wed-
nesday cvening, October lst, the
entire police force and the Village
Board met for a departmental
charges
brought against a member of
the Village Police Force. Po-
Harold Arnold,
against whom the charges were
was d4lso present at

hearing to review

lice Sergeant

brought,
the meeting.

The charges were made as
part of a regular administrative
report by Chief Kenneth Gordon,

Police Post

and onrroborated by the testi-
mons of four other member. of
the force,

As a result of the hearing,
the concensus of the Village Bo-
ard was that Mr. Arnold should-
be asked to submit his resigna-
tion. Mr, \rnold agreed 8 do
so0. The charges were not made
public,

\Mr. Harold Arnold has been
a member of the Village of Ro~
sendale police force for the past
three years.
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To Be Or Not To Be? Big Village Question

ROSENDALE (HVN) - .For
two days, in rapid succession,
the Village of Rosendale’s re-
sidents and officials have discus=
sed the concept of dissolution.
The subject arose at the regular
Village Board mesting on Wed-
nesday, January 28th. It was
more thoroughly explored at the
public hearing scheduled speci-
{ically for that purpose on Thurs-
* day, January 29th.

From the point of view of
the present administration of the
Village, Mayor Raivo Puusemp
and Trustee Mark Phelan, the
question is primarily one of eco-
nomics. Both at the Board meet-
ing and at the hearirg, they point-
ed out the dilficulties that face
the Village as an administrative
entity in these times of the ex-
ploding cost of government.
Amorg these difficulties is the
imminent necessity of all full-
time Village employees going

under Civil Service regulation :

of salaries and other benefits
such as retirememt funds, in-
surance, guaranteed vacation pay
and the like. The Viliage has'
already been notified that it is
in violation of Civil Service
regulations.

Central to Mayor Puusemp’s
argument is the idea of duplica-
tion of tax charges for such
services as highway maintenance
and snow removal, At present,
he pointed out, the Village tax-
payers (who number only about
500) are paying $23,000 to the
Town for these services, then
paying “additional taxes to the
village for their own Highway
Department. In addition to the
$23,000, the Village is charged
on an hourly basis when the
Town men and equipment
are asked to help out the Village
department.

Former Mayor Robert Shee-
han accused Mayor Puusemp of
having alienated the Town, and
claimed that when he was Mayor
the Village was not charged for
this help. Later in the meeting,
this point was clarified when
Town Supervisor Richard Gl-
azer, who joined the residents,
was asked directly whether this
was the case, Mr, Glazer said
that the policy has not changed,
and denied that there was any
lack of understanding between
himself and Mayor Puusemp.
“There is a perfectly amenable
relationship between the Town
and the Village at this time,” he
said. Glazer did not comment
publicly on the factthatresidents
opposing dissalution claimedthat
the Town Supervisors salary and
other Town officials salaries
would go up if the Village became
a part of the Town, adding its
1200 population to the present
Town population of about 6600,
However, at a later interview,
he said that this assumption is
a big one, since any changes in
salary must be passed by a vote
of the entire Town Board, lealso
com d on the st t of
some villagers that “‘the Town

14

would have to have another Tovn
Justice,"” saying that Town Law
limits the number of Town
Justices to two,

The most outspoken opposi-
tion to the idea of dissolution
came from former Mayor Robert
Sheehan and former Trustee
Harriet Mulligan. Mrs,Mulligan,
in particular, attempted to
indicate that there would be no
financial advantage to Village
taxpayers if dissolution were to
occur, She said that the water,

street lighting and fire costs

would continve, and that re-
sidents would find themselves

‘paying upwards of S60 per year+
for once a week garbage pickup. :

The water and lighting district
costs are pow subsumed under
taxes, which also cover a twice-
weekly Village operated garbage
pickup, A Tillson resident ques-~
tioned her figure for garbage
pickup, saying that he paid only
$3 per month for twice-weekly
pighup of garbage,

Mavor Puusemp, returning to
his explanation of the probable
savings of Villagers offered by
dissolution, said that though the
water, fire and lighting costs
wouid stil! be paid, under a dis-
trict arrangement, by users of
these services, that these costs
are only a portion of the total
village budget. Excepting these
items would still leave an es-
timated savings of between $40
and S$45 thousand dollars per
year,

Walter Byers brought up the
fact that dissolution was not only
discussed before, but was part
of the platform of Conservative
Carl Grassi when he conducted
a successful campaign forMayor
in 1970. *“*At that time, we went
to Albany to discuss the pos-
sibility, Our visit helped to
liberalize the laws governing
dissolution, which were changed
in 1973, Byers said. He ex-
plained that the present law elim-
inates the difficulties that the
Village faced when dissolution
was discussed previously. One
major objection at that time was
that the law at that time al-
lowed a Town takeover of Village
owned equipment without re-
compense, That is no ionger the
case.

At this point in thediscussion
the question was raised, “‘Is this
only a matter of money, or are
there other  considerations
here?” Mrs, Mulligan replied,
] don’'t want to see this little
village dissolved. 1 donit want
us to lose our own voice.”

Mayor Puusemp said, ‘‘Now
we are {inding out what the feel-
ings and issues really are.”

Emphasizing that  point,
former Mayor Robert Sheehan
asked who would be allowed to
vote when the question of dis-
solution went on the ballot as a
referendum on March 16th, When
he was informed that all Village
registered voters would decide
the question, he objected charac-
teristically, saying that ‘‘only

Mayor Raivo Puusemp out-
lines alternatives: higher taxes
for properly run Village, or dis-
solution.

Walter Byers recalis [ormer
attempts to dissolve Village as

neighbor behind him argues
against dissolution.

,taxpayers should be allowed to
vote - - not that bunch of hairbags
and halfeggs that don't really
belong here.’’ Mayor Puusemp
reminded Mr, Sheehan, as he has
done before, that the Democratic
process must be observed,

Long-time Village resident
and former Mayor Schoonmaker
talked about how it was in the
‘‘good old days®’ before political
deals allowed abuses such as the
installation of 2 inch water mains
servicing many homes. He asked
Puusemp and Phelan where they
got the $23,000 figure, claiming
that he pays only $20 per year
in taxes to the Town, Phelan
expiained that the item is in the
Town Budget for anyone to see.
Mayor Puusemp noted that some
people (himsell included) pay
considerably more, Were the
$23,000 charge divided on a per
capita basis among all taxpayers
in the Village, it would come to -
S46 per year ecach, When Trustce
Phelan attempted to give a fuller
explanation of some of the
economic realities that confront
the Village, Mr. Schoonmaker
interrupted him saying, ‘‘how
long have you been here? You
are just a newcomer. You should

listen, not talk, We have lived -

in this Village for 35 years.”
Young Trustee Phelan, who has
not lived anywhere for 35 years
yet, ignored this remark, and
continued to explain why con-
tinuance of the Village as a
separate entity would inevitably
mean a marked increase intaxes,
since the cost of all services,
if properly administered, would
have to go up.

Mayor Puusemp, responding

Former Trustee
Mulligan says “I don't want to
see this little Village dissolved."

Bob Sheehan's
allegation that present Village
Mayor Puusemp has alienated
Town.

azer denies

to the sentiments expressed by .

those who blanch at the thought
of seeing the Village become part
of ‘the Town, said that ‘‘the
Village is people--the feeling
of community would continue. 1
like that Village feeling. That is
why 1 chose to live here, But
the Village as a separate ad-
ministrative unit is rapidly be-
coming a luxury that none of us
are going to be able to afford.’”

Mr., McNamara, another

long-time resident of the Village,

objected to the fact that the re-
ferendum is being scheduled for
March 16th. ““You should wait
until you have all the facts and
figures, until June or so,’” he
said, Puusemp replied that this
would mean an expensive special
election. “‘We expect to have one
or two more hearings, with full
facts and figures, before
March,” he noted.

Puusemp said that this is the
optimum time for the \'ill;gers
to consider dissolution; as the
outstanding debts of the Village
total only $39,587 at this time.
He also noted that the Village
is owed $30,0C0 in back taxes
(not
residents, He added that every
conceivable effort will e made
to collect this money, which con~
stitutes a major asset. He said
that the reason for so many
overdue taxes is that in the
previous system (before his ad-
ministration) back taxes due
were not automatically added to
yearly tax bilis, '‘This is being
done now, and somc pctopie are
going to get S7000 tax bills this
year,' he concluded, A visible
shudder  went through the

Harriet .

inciuding interesi) by its’

Mr. Schoonmaker, a Village
resident for 35 years, says
spolitics” is source of many
problems,

Joe Estvanik says that'all the
facts should be made ciear tothe
people at another hearing before
a vote is taken.

* assembied residents at this re-

velation, Listing other Village
assets, Puusemp said that the
Village owned an estimated 315
to $20 thousand dollars worth
of vehicles, and half of the land-

- fill. There are other properties

that could be liquidated as well

Summing up his position,
Mayor Puusemp stated firmly
that the question of whether the
Village should opt for dissolu-
tion was one that only the entire
voting populace should decide,
and that a referendum will be held
for this reason. He noted, how-
ever, that the Villagers should
be fully aware of what their al-
ternatives really are, and that
“*business as usual’’ is not one
of them. “This Village either
has to start functioning proper-
1y, which will cost a lot more
‘money in taxes than are present-
ly being collected, or dissolve,
and become an integral part of the
Town, which {s being run
properly.'’

Harriet Mulligan snapped,
“{f you scare them badly enough,
they'l) vote to dissolve,’" Mayor
Puusemp replied, “I am not try-
ing to scare anyone, only tomake
them aware of the realities that
face them.’* Headded that, should
the Villagers vote to dissolve
the Village on March [6th, two
vears (until December 31st, 1977)
will remain before the dissolu-
tion Is final, During this time, he
said, “I will devote all of my
energies to getting a decent water
and sewer system for the Village
arca, This Is an absolute
necessity that must take
priority.”’ )
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Air Dissolution Facts At Meeting

_ ROSENDALE (HVN) - The
second public hearing on the pro-
posal to dissolve the Viliage of

-Rosendale was held atthe Village
Hall on February 24th, What ap-
peared to be a burning question
at the last regular meeting of the
Village Board, and again at {
Democratic Caucus, when the
subject erupted into an animated
discusslon, seemsto have cooled,

Only three village residents at-.

tended the formal publichearing,
R Mayor Ralvo Puusemp, who
was criticized by some villagers
for not ‘‘having all the facts and
figures on what this would mean
to us tax-wise” at the first hear-
ing, held on January 29th, was
certainly fully informed, and in-
formative, at the February 24th
hearing. .
Organizing his  material
under three major categories,

MINUTES OF FIRST PUBLIC HEARING ON DISSOLUTION -

The Mayor stated that this meeting was called to dlscuss the advantages

and dlsadvantages of dissolving.

the Mayor gave the residentsand
the press-the real low-down on

.what would be saved in terms

of village = taxes. The first
category heoutlined was services
to be eliminated. Under this head-
ing he listed all of the officials
of the village. It was clear from
the response of those at the hear-
ing and of many more residents
for whom the Mayor repeated the
facts and figures at the regular
Board meeting the following night
that people had "never really
focused on how much money in
the village budget is for admin-
{strative costs that would be com-
pletely eliminated by dissolution.
The list inciudes the Board of
Trustees; $1000, the Village Jus-
tice: $735, the Mayor: $700,
Treasurer: $2320, Budget Of-
ficer: $240, Assessor: $500, Tax
advertising: $175, Village Clerk:

$2255, Village Attorney: 34000,
Electricity: $625, Unallocated in-
surance: $6000, Associations
dues: $250, -Uncollected tax pro-
visions - $1000, Contingency ac-
count; 31000, Building Inspector:
3450, Registrar of vital stat-
istics: $36, Zonigg and Planning
Boards: $50, Refuse collection
(salaries ony) $7726, and half of
present employee  benefits;
$2000, ‘This category alone
totais $31,062 that taxpayers
would save. This category isa
critical one for residents to un-
derstand, because at previous
meetings {tappeared that citizens
of the village did not realize
how much money was involved
in the simple existence of a vil-
lage povernment, Now they have
the figure, and its breakdown.
When these figures were pre-
sented, two aspects of this cost
were aiso clarified. At previous
meetings some residents had cl-
aimed that the Town would bave
to add another Justice if the Vil-
lage Justice no longer handled
cases, This is neither true nor

]

Attorney Louis. Klein, who assisted village officials in the
preparation of facts and figures on the dissolution, comments qn
affects of dissolution on Federal and State aid to area. :

January 29, 1474

An issue that has come up in the past,

nd we have learned that some of the things that prevented dissolution

have now been legally changed so it is possible at this point to
E Ay
liquidate its d§§§%§53'§£d dissolve without any cost. The debts are

not that great at this point and we certalnly have enough assets to

1=,

consider doing it and the advantages are'

' We dlscovered that the

Town Taxes collected frOm the Vlllagers and go to the Highway Dept.

are about $23,000.

and we are specifically exempted from those services

and, therefore,'we have to duplicate that service with our own Highway
Dept. and in fact our own Highway DEpt. does not have enough equipment

or time to handle géé of the jobs, the Town has always obliged us but

we ao have 4o pay them hourly for their men. This is one example of

one area. The:same applies with Police and all other areas that are

duplicated. The Village, as we all know, is a small unit politically,

has a very smell tax base, solutions to problems we see often take

more planning, money and engineering
15




Dissolution

The Mayor stated that our entire system is so marginal that he really
can't see how we can keep this up. If we do not dissolve the Village
this election, we are going to see a large increase in taxes or a
greatly reduced service in order to survive. Trustee DeStefano stated
that the Village meets all the criteria established by New York State

for dissolution. The Village Board concurred with the basic premise
that the Village as a separate government entity is no longer viable.

A discussion followed indicating several reasons why dissolution

should be seriously considered.

EWIG. KLEIN, KLEIN Socdbdtaboiyx -
ATTORNEYS AT Law
65 JOMN STREET
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12401

(914} 331-0396
ARTHUR B.EWIG
COUNSEL

AARON E. KLEIN
LOUIS M KLEIN
WK NRX MW X

ANDREW J. GILDAY

November 18, 1975

Hon. Raivo Puusemp

Mayor, Village of Rosendale
Burr's Crossing Road
Rosendale, New York 12472

Dear Raivo:

Pursuant to your request I am hastening to forward to you
answers to the specific questions which you asked concerning
dissolution of the Village of Rosendale.

I have completed my research and prepared my report in
hand-written form because you advised me that time was of the
eéxtreme essence. I sincerely hope that my handwriting is
intelldigible to you. As to- your questions concerning enforce-
ment of the Village tax lien for unpaid Village taxes, I point
out that the necessary procedure is outlined in Sections 1450,
1452, 1454, 1456 and 1458 of the Real Property Tax Law of the
State of New York. In essence, these sections provide that
all unpaid taxes or tax liens shall be enforced by tax sale
unless the Village board shall determine by resolution that all
or a portion of such unpaid taxes or tax liens shall be collected
by civil action.

I trust~that this satisfies your inquire.

Yours very truly,

EWIG, KLEIN & KLEIN
By: . o
-\)149

o //Zouis M. Klein




THIS AGREEMENYT, dated the 1lst day of June 1977, by and between
the Village Board of the Village of Rosendale hereinafter referred to

hs the "Village" and the Town Board of the Town of Rosendale hereinafter

referred to as the "Town,"

WITNESSETH

For and 1in consideration of the sum of $1.00 and such other
good and valuable consideration as hereafter enumerated, the aforesaid

Village and Town agree as follows:

The Town agrees to assume from the Village full and complete
responsibility for the operation, malntenance and control of the
'l Rosendale Flood Control Projedt and in so doing do assume each and every
responsibility heretofore imposed upon the Village of Rosendale by the

State of New York.

In assuming and performing these responsibilities, the Town

agrees to utilize its best efforts to continue to émploy area youth

in the maintenance of the said Rosendale Flood Control Prbject.

In conslderation of the above the Village agrees to pay to the
Town all monies presently contained within the 1977 Village budget
allocated to the Flood Control Project in Account No. 8745, to wit:
.1 Salaries, $1,458.33; .2, Equipment, $200.67; .4 Contractual Exgenses

$1,041.00, said moniles to be paid to said Town on or before the 15th

day of July 1977.
IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the parties hereto have set their hands

and seals in the year and date above set forth.

BY ORDER OF THE VILLAGE BOARD BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD

Marc Phelan, Mayor Richard B. Glazer

KLEIN, KLEIN & GILDAY * ATTORNEYS AT (AW * 65 JOHN STREET « KINGSTON. NEW YORK 12401 21




PROPOSITIONS FOR DISIOSITION OF VILLAGE PROPERTY
TAX AND ESTABLISHMENT OF IMIROVEMENT DISTRICTS

Shall the Villame of Rosendale, County of Ulster, State
of New Yok, be dissolved with the remaining property of the
said Vill me transferrced to the Town of Rosendile and the
Town ImprHvement Jistrict hereinafter provided for and shall
the Town . mprovem:nt District hereinafter provided for be

- created t¢ carry >n and operate certain existinpg Villare

22

Impravemer ts as f>1lowss: .

(1) The WBoard of Tructees shall sell, transfer and turn
over all water system property to a town improvement district
to take over, carry cn and cperate the wnter system of the
Village of Rosendale., which said district is by the approval
of these proposals hereby created as provided for by Section

.19-1914 of the Villare Law and also by the Town Law, Chapter

654 of the Laws of 1¢32, upon the assumptior by such town
improvement district of the payment: of the interest end
principal of various bonds in the sum of if4,320.00, such

‘bogds to cortinu: and constitute a valid subsisting obligation

upon the recl estate within said District, and there shall be
raised annuslly, by tax upon the taxable property within said
District, a sum sufficient to pay the interest and the balance
of the nrincipal of said bonds as the same shall become due.

| (2 A lighting district shall be created and established
as prov:ded by Section 19-1914, of the Village Law and by

Chapter 634 of the Laws of 1932, which said District shall
-agsume, conduct and carry out all the lighting rigrhts and :

such of the lighting duties and obligations of the said Village

of Rwoserdale as are not assumed by the Town of Rosendale.

(3 The Board of Trustees shall convey and transfer all of

the Fire Protection property of the Village of Rosendale, Ulster

Cour ty, New York, consistinp of the Villapme Fire Department of
the Villare of Rosendale, to a Town Improvement Fire District,
whicn is hereby created and established, pursuant to Section

.19-1914 of the Villapge Law and to the Town ILaw governing the

creation of Fire Districts, and in addition thereto the said
Town of Rosendale Improvement Fire District shall assume all
of the then existing bonded indebtedness of the Village of
Rosendgle which was incurred for the improvement of the said
Fire-Protection Property or Equipment. ''here shall be raised

‘annually upon taxable property within said District a sum

suffiyient to pay the interest and principal of said bond as
game iecomes due, together with operating expenses of the
Distr:ct. . The existing bonded lndebtedness of the Villare

‘0¥ Rogenda” e as related to the TFire Improvement Property and
.Equipment is in the amount of #4,800.00.

(4) There shall Le crcated a Town Improvement Sewer
District, pursuant to Section 19-1914 of the Village Law
and to the Town Law being Section 634 of the Laws of 1932,
to carry on and operate a sewer system. ' S



(5)

The Board of Trustees shall dispose of all .

remaining property, including real property situated in Tlllbon_

presently used as a secondary wate
right of way and access to water TLFh,u from said property.’
Upon the dqsumptlon by the
bonded indebtednes

Town

of Nosendale of outstanding ‘
ol the Vllldbb in prescent amount of $10, OOO

r supply, with exception of

by conveyance to tho Town of Rosendale at no further. con51derat10n.v

4-B March 10, 1976
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‘Dissolution Referendum March 16

ROSENDALE (HVN):" As the
date set for the village vote on
dissolution, village officials have
continued to make their assess-
ment of the situation facing the
village clear. Two publig hear-
ings have been held to inform the
people of the facts concerning
dissolution. The subject has been
discussed at GSeveral regular
Board meetings, and has spon-
taneously arisen at other village
gatherings, such as the Demo-
cratic Caucus.

This week Mayor Raivo Pu-
usemp issued a statement con-
cerning the proposition on dis-
solution that will appear on the
ballot on March 16th, The Mayor
said that villagers should be a-
ware that, should dissolution be
voted down now, the opportunity
to vote on it again will not come
again for five years, until 198],
according to law. - “Should the
proposition be defeated, we will
all have to live with the increas-

Dissolve Rosendale?

ed taxes that are in the offering
for this period,” he said.

* Mayor Puusemp also sought
to reassure residents who have
heard rumors that additional
costs to the Town would erase
any savings achieved by dissolv-
ing the village, ‘‘Aftertwo hear-
ings, and going very carefullyall
of the documents assembled to
give residents a full and fair
picture of the advantages of dis-
solution, we have not found any
evidence to substantiate this fear.
In fact it appears morethan like-
ly that any additional expense
to the Town will be offset by the
additional Revenue Sharing Funds
and State Aid for Highways that
the Town would receive should
the municipalities be joined.”
In answer to another village ru-
mor that has alarmed people, wh-
ich isthat the Townmight not want
the village, Puusemp said, ‘‘The
Town has no choice but to accept
the Village should it dissolve.

While the village is a voluntary -
government entity, the Township
is a mandatory one, and the vill-
age would automatically be sub-
surned within the Town if and when
it dissolves."”

Puusemp also pointed out that
the Town would have a marked
saving in the cost of fire pro-
tection districts following dis-
solution of the village. “Since
there is a minimum charge of
$600 per year for all districts,
this sum is now being paid for
separate districts that could be
combined with the others,’’ he
said.

Trustee Marc Phelan also
issued a statement to the voters
this week. Phelan noted that
“During my campaigning to run
for this office, I had occasion to
go to almost every house in the
village and speak with the peo-
ple, There was a great number
of people who expressed the sep-
timent that the village was a

ROSENDALE—Despite bad weather,
more than half of the registered voters of
Rosendale turned out Tuesday to approve
dissolution of the village.

Results of the voting showed a turnout
of 278, with 179 favoring dissolution, 87
opposed, and 12 blank bailots. The refer-
endum, which could have been advisory
only, was made mandatory, which means
curtains for the village as 8 municipality.

“1 feel pretty good about it,” said
Mayor Raivo Puusemp, an outspoken
friend of dissolution. “Of course, there is
some sadness, but | know how much it
coats to run this villege.”

In the only other contest, Democrat
Kathleen Mihm, who was village clerk
under former Mayor Robert Sheehan, was
unopposed in her bid to win the trustae’s
seat vacated by Barbara DeStefano when
she was elected to the Ulster County
Legislature. Mrs. Mihm drew 176 votes.

Mrs. DeStefano, another supporter of
dissolution, was happy with the result of
the voting.

I feel that I was a good official during
my almost four years on the village
board,” she said. ‘‘But looking back, I feei
that [ was just spinning my wheels. We
were faced with a stagnant tax base, and
the demand for incremsed services
coupled with inflation just made village
government a luxury we could no ionger
afford. And there were very few qualified
people who were willing to put up with
such time-consuming jobs.”

Rosendale residents were siated to vote
on dissolution once before, in the March
18, 1969, election, but the issue was
withdrawn from the ballot at the last
minute by then Mayor Joseph S. Reid.

Puusemp said his administration would
not be a “‘caretaker,” but would actively
work toward an orderly transition of the
village into the town government.

“Our first step will be a series of
workshop sessions with town officials to
work out the details of dissolving the
village into the town,” he said. "Since we

do not dissclve until Dec. 31, 1977, we
hope to have a smooth transition worked
out by them.”

Puusemp said the village will pursue all
state and federal grants and will attempt
to carry out major reforms before it goes
out of business. He listed a new water
system, new sewers, grants for public
parks, a roadway behind Main Street to
help alleviate parking problems along the
village's principal street, solution of the
water drainsge problem in Washington
Park, and several other items that will
receive his attention.

“We hope to have most of our problems
solved when we dissolve,” he said.

Puusemp said at a Feb. 24 informa-
tional meeting that village residents
could save more than $44,000 annuaily by
dissolving the village government.

Major items in that saving were divided
into two parts. The first included elimina-
tion of the mayor, trustees, village clerk,
village attorney, insurance and several

posmve aspect of local govern-
ment and should continue to ex-
ist. An equal amount of people
thought the village was not large
cnough to continue as a govern-
ment separate from the town, I
was eclected on a platform to
bring back Rosendale. It meant
that 1 intended to try to take
politics out of the government
in the village and bring back a
sense of community to the vill-
agers.

“I took office to find a vill-
age that -was without adequate
bookkeeping; uncollected taxes;
unrealistic budgets; no filing sys-
tem, in violation of Civil Ser-
vice regulations for two years,
and generally unkempt ways. As
1 am sure many of you know,
most of these problems have been
taken care of through consolidat-
ion of the various aspects of the
village government.

‘Yes’

other lesser items that he said would save
$31,062, based on current budget figures.

The second category inciuded services
that would be assumed by the town,
including police, flood control, highway
services, snow removal, employe benefits
and debt service for a total of $46,196,
which would be reduced by the 17.6 per
cent of town taxes paid by village resi-
dents for a net saving of $38,066.

Puusemp then reduced the sum of the
two categories, $69,128 by the estimated
$25,000 in federal and state aid that
would be lost to arrive at his 344,028
savings estimate, which represents 58 per
cent of the tax revenue raised by the
village last year.

The only village debt the town will have
to take over would be for 44 acres of land
in Tillson owned by the village water
di.ltrict. This debt, now about $15,000,
will be down to $10,000 by the time the
village dissolves, Puusemp said.

23



Wednesdey, December 28. 1977 HUGUENOY memace .

Village Government to Dlssolve at Mldmght Saturday

ROSENDALE — In just a few more days, K will ail cune Lo
an end D&Muwdeﬂh‘ch'ﬂIhhl‘
fect at the stroke of mnidnight Sstardey. Bemides saying
Kondby ¢ Lo 1977 this New Yeer's Eve, nlluomm'\llbe
bidding farewell to the §7 year old village that hes served®
them through the years.

In 1890, residents living in the central partion of Ressndale,
the business district of the town, veled (o form the lmcer
porated village of Rosendule. Their ressens were namercus,
but most important was the fact that they would be abie to
rrulemmo-nhnw-\h-na-hrmhndmh\d

A walet sysiemn imprevement project will aise beyin
shorily. Village residents will finally ket meters in their
homes, and the antiqusted distribution system, which is
over [ifty years old, will be replaced st key points. This, too,
will be funded by the federal

Emwm-mmmerh-nup-yvuhxc
lanes, they will pay separale and sdditionai Laxes Lo the
Town of Rosendale for the upkeep of these projects. They will
alse have a separaie fire and lighting district to financislly
support. It ts hoped by present village officials that these
will be lower than the village tax bili that will be

1own. Through the years, they
kﬂlm(oflht“ﬂn‘tldhl“ Vll.lumlormedl
water company that would bring mommicipal waler right into
their homes: a police departmasi was organized, giving
ddith a village fire
department was organized, and they aiso took care of their
own road mai and l

All of these required i meney, mnd the o
the village came out of the pociets of its residents,

10 & minimurmn. So, in March of 1978, village residents went to

The Village of Rosendale will go out with more and better
mamnicipal services than & had in the past, at 2 lower cost.
This in iteel! is reason Lo rejoice, yel emotions are still mixed

about dissolution. Even though it was 8 majority decisionte

dissoive, there are some who will be sad Lo see the little
villsge lose its entity.
mlmdmeﬁmuvmmmlmmlhemdm
Rosendale Town Board. Although the village can no Jonger
exercise its power as a separate entily, residents should keep
in mind that they possess the largest voting block in the
entire town. They can make their future needs known to those
m-mmmmvm.gmn-mmmmm
if they continue to exercise it

the polls snd. by a twe & gin their
muncipality.
It is ironic that, at a thne when the village will cease to
enl.“rddlhemmdkmuhhd'ﬂh
A §1.500.908 sewer system
ﬂuw.hmh—vhmdhm

percent
dumping of raw sewerage into the Roadout Creei

Tonight (Wednesday, Decemnber 20), at 7:X pun the
Village Board will hold its finai regulsr meeting and the
Yillage Hall and officials anticipate » record turnout for this
last mesting. It will be a time (o settie last minute business,
to rexninisce sbout the pest, and to say goodbye to the Villsge
o Rosendale that has served its residents {or the past §7
yoars.

Pl
With lea days (o g0 before disssintion, Mayer Mare Mhabes
tlelt) hamded the keys (o the Resenduie Vilsge Police
Vebicies over to Town Saperviser Richard Glarer terater)
last week Ow hand for Ure transfer was Set. Johr MeKinstry

@OSENDALg

POLICE

NEw voRr*

(eighty 3 speeial sblrr {we the Villaxe Police Department
wilh 5 years wa lhe pb. MeKinstrs s ia charge Wl Village
Police Communnatums.

Dissolution : Rosendale Mood Happy and Sad

ROSENDALE — The diasoluticn becsuse she was comes (0 making decisiens
Village of Rosendale is “born and raised in the on issues,” she seld
dissolving and residents said  village.'' Because
this makes them feel both duplication of services will  Susan Miniter, former
happy and sad. no longer exist, she hopes village clerk, says she s b

that the tax doilar will go “happy and sad about the g
in a random sample of further and that the village dissoistion I hate o see
residents varying emotions resident will be relieved of samething be destroyed, yet
about  the upcoming paying for duplication. time will lell whether the

Decemnber 31, dissolution o '“There are too many Village will be better off in
this village into the Town of political personalities In- the way of taxes,” she said. At
Rosendale were revealed. voived in the governing of As the former village clerk,

Judy O'Sullivan has mized the village and this has she thinks that some
emotions about the gotten out of hand when it residents, particularly

Mayor, Trustees Reflec

ROSENDALE — Dissolution of the village
here will mark the end of an era. The three
~last Board members,”” Mayor Marc
Phalen, and Trustees Kathy Mihm and Ruth
thear all expressed their own personal
{eelings about dissolution in a recent in-
terview.

Marc Phalen
Mayor Marc Phalen feels that
dissolution represents '‘a very positive

energy that will come on December 31,

1977." It is his belief that the burden on -

village taxpayer will finally be relieved and

he thinks the new sewer system the village .

will be getting within the next year will be a
bonus for its residents,

Villagers represent the largest voting
block in the Town of Rosendale, something
Phalen wants to rernind residents about. He
thinks residents should become involved in
town govenrnenl in order to protect their
rights. “This (s imperative. If village
residents had gone down (o the town budget

Joha Fanellis says be
deesn't think thet dissobution
will make much of a dif-
forence. As 2 local cab

on Dissolution

meeting, and demanded these rights, thenit .

is possible that the town wouldn't have
approved an arbitrary budget for the fire
district,” said Phalen, referring to the
$20,000 1978 budget approved by the town
* ¢~= the village fire district. Phalen
“This is an exmmple of taxation without
representation,” he said
*If we use this voting power properly, and
seek representation for our needs,
dissolution’ will be the most positive aspect
of the Village in the past decades,” said
coming t0 an end, you know, no more Board
meetings on the third Wednesday of the
month, " said “Trustee Kathy Mihm about
dissolution. She said she has mixed feelings
about dissolution but thinks that things will
be a lot better for the Village after

-dissolution. ‘“The tax base will be down

then,” she said

Ruth Ghear
*In my heart, I feel bad to see it go, even -
though | know it is for the best.” sad
Trustee Ruth Ghear. The fact that village

" officials will no longer have to deal with

town officials pieases Ghear who says that

. throughout the years both enuties had

difficulties getting along. "t depended on
who was in office during the past years.
Why, sometunes town and village ad-
ministrations wouldn't even talk.” she said-

Ghear feels taxpayers should see a
savings in that they will no longer be double-
taxed for services such as snow removal and
highway maintenance and this should heip
relieve the burden.

“There are over 450 families in the Village
and it has the largest voting block in the
town,” said Ghear. She says she sees a great
future for the town and she hopa the village
will “*help moid that future.”

“The village began to outlive its
usefuiness years ago, and even moughl feel
bad to see it go. it 1s the best thing,’” said
Ghear.

driver, he says he sees mure
and more people comuny Vv
Rosendale tram the (ity and
fram out of town He leeis
that this will continue cven
after dissolution  l.ess
tazes for the village 135 the
benefit.”” sad Fanells
NOTE TOU READERS As
Rosendale corresppndent. |
am presetly workuy uvn ¢
“Farewell Village' ™ story lor
the Huguenot Heraid If
anyone has wnfomuton o
ald pholographs they wouid
jend me [or use \n Uus ar-
tcle, | wouid appreciate it
All materaj wul be returned
unharmed. Please call Bea
Havranek (658-9:05: f you
heve any contnbutons
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December 28, 1977

TAST BOARD MINUTES

The December Board Meeting was held on the 28th day of Dec., 1977 at

7:30 P.M. at the Village Fire House.

Pledge to the Flag followed by a silent prayer.
the treasurers report was read and duly

The meeting was opened with the
The November minutes

wepe read and duly accepted,

accepted.
SPECIAL MEETING

On December 21lst. 1977 at 9:40 AM in the Village Hall a special Meeting
1lage employees will

wag Called -Trustee Ghear made a motion that all vi

receive a dissolution bonus of $35, with the exception of the Clerk-

Treasurer who will receive $50. it was 2nd by ‘the Mayor. The meeting
was left open to facilitate the paying of bills which have not come in

Trustee Ghear made a motion that (2) Smith & Wessons be sold Serial #'s
— Trustee Ghear made a

are on file - the motion was 2nd by the Mayor,
turned over to the

motion that village propeTty pertaining to water was
Water Dept. the motion was 2nd by the Mayor. The special meeting minutes

were read and duly accepted.

The mayor made a call tO another village that was dissolving, The

Village of Friendship, N.Y.

The Mayor also §tated that the village has approximately 425,800

CORRESPONDENCE

Dickson of D.O.T. about the

The Mayor received a letter from Mr.
The Dept.

meeting they had with Councilmen Hinchey, Supervisor GlazerT.
of Transportation stated that they would prepare a summary report out-
lined at that meeting about the rerouting of Rte 213 and a few other items
that they discussed.

A motion was made by Trustee Mihm to transfer funds from one account %O
another to bal ance out the Village Books-the motion was 2nd and it was

unanimous.

Mr. Walter Williams arrived to receive the Village seal and the First

minutes and the Villape Board presented lMr. williams with a check for
#1,500, and a sketch of a suitable case for the minutes & the seal
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CORRESPONDENCE - Cont.

Trustee Ghear made a motion that the Village seal be used for the last
time on the dissolution contract it was 2nd and it was unanimous and

d amended by _the mayor
the dissolution contract was read/ééglsignéé & sggle awggtlng the

signatures of the Town.

A Resolution was réad by Trustee Ghear that the Deed to the Fire House

and to the Village Hall all property thereof be turned over to the newly
created Fire District effective January lst 1978 by the Board of Trustees it
was 2nd and it was unanimous.

Trustee Mihm made a motion that money be left to the Town for the paying
of Bills incurred by the Village the amount of $730.17, or what is left of
said money after the Bills come in- The motion was 2nd and it was

unanimous. o
A) Mr. Joseph LeFera thanked the Board for their Service to the Village

B) Mr. Glazer also thanked the Board for all the work they have done
towards the Dissolving of the Village

C) Each Board member thanked the Villagers for lettinm them serve for the

past years.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Vouchers were pald from the General Fund From A119 - Al46 Totalling $6,165.67
Vouchers were paid from the Water Fund From F38-F47 Totalling $1,817.85

A Special meeting was called Dec.30, 1977 at 1:20 PM in the Village Hall

to amend ressolution of the Deed to the Fire House & Village Hall to

include the Liber #'s 1155-662 & 888.47.

The transfer will be from the Village of Rosendale to the Rosendale Fire
District, effective immediately. The motion was made by Trustee Ghear
2nd by Trustee Mihm and was unanimous. _

A motion was made by Trustee Ghear that any funds that were needed at

the lasﬁ minute would be taken from the Rosendale Water District money
the motion was 2nd by Mayor-Phelan and was unanimous.

Toragut nendec
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knowieaged (hat cullule like reality. 1s created in Ine
mingd. and can be de-created It was cheap. tlexible.
and lefl nothing behind Yet lor ail that. the antist doing
this king ol mental raming was hike the cntic who saw

action paining in a rubble-strewn ol he o she was an

L SR

7

wd example _{(drscovernng high { consider the > Droject an anwork in the lo:molapdlm al '
where) was the most sophisticaled release from me problem E
tangible side of normal ant production It 1acitly ac- %o he ran. successlully. lor the job ol mayor Buthus

l campaign dign | mention an Nor did it mention disin-
| corpotation Inglead. il proposed 3rupbeal commun-

: ity involvement in the polihcal process “that accentu-
! aledthe posuive [as lOCaIl\CWSpaperS descrnibed it)

/

/,'

genre was smkmgly fresh. the lrame. ihe public. and
the purpose of our choices were shill typical of artlike
ant ltwasn't enough lo discover that an elevalor nde ot
) a sandwich could be an. we had lo ask where il be-
longed. whom il was for. and why. The philosophical
sense of whal was happening was unciear 1o most ol
US.and [he impression left_ ypon the curious and in-
feresied was ol “hovellyy rather than of a shift to a

art lover who couldn | say goodbye 1o radition. Il was
witly at the time_bul with one foolin steaught arl and one
lool in_bie. 1t was sell-cancelng

~Tn each of these sleps loward a lleiike an. 1l the

uning the next two years Puusemp and his assocl-
ate Mark Phelan who was elected on the same hickel

as ruslee. guided Rosendale 10 1S survi

Inrough official records. legal letiers. public nolices.
minutes of Village meelings. relerenda. and many

lowed the events with greal interest.

mlcally d«“erenl world view. In which realily was 3
Seamless labn . ,w"v'——-—
was necessary lo ch i

wl_h_g_g%whuch was the easies! pan. It took
some years 1o ion things oul..Many hielike arnsts

- .continued 1o pul together, more or less artthed pack-
;s -ages of elements drawn from the everygay environ-
ment (most ellectively lrom the poliical arena).1a
wosecond generalion has. convennonahzeo this roule
-into.accepltable ars lesnvais exhubttions. multimedia
© ‘poelry readings. new-wave concerts, TV shows. and
-big time show-biz pedormances.' But ior those arusls
s "‘.‘l(ackmg the “real_thing..the investigation had to lead
2 “w-away from the traditional community of the hine arts. as
A (\)'2 s'well as from.he traditional. community of zhe commer-

| Fusl, Puusemp persuaded residents of Rosendale
_toface lheir own disaslrous condition. and lo see that if

could reduce local taxes and costs. Everyone got their
village government. and at precisely how much they
Taxes. adminisirative ‘procedures. services. and the
identified. assessed and reviewed lor possible . h-

quidation and revenues The waler and sewage prob-
_lems were solved by vonng a bond 1ssue andreceiving

- ceasebeing a separale eniity: The momenl allast was'.

C|aJ ans. it T

~Here is a real. event lhat 100k place 1975 An amsl
. named Raivo Puusemp (who-had begun in New York
\'as a conceptualis g-al the more sociomelric
\edge of the genre) ran for mayor in'Rosendale. N Y.,
- and was elected Aithough he lived there al ihe ime.
“’he was nol a nalive or long-lerm resident of Rosendale.
“and was consadered a polmcal unknown '

osencale Vlllage historic community cof fifteen-
hundved people and dating from the 17th century. was
in financial trouble. had sernous water supply and sew-
age problems. and coulant govern isel! s only
realisiic solution had been known for some time 10
disincorporale and become pan of the geographically
larger Rosendale Townsmip Bul disincorporahion was
/ an emotionally charged 1ssue for many in the village.
and as no other allernalives were apparent. bilis
weren | patd. sewage backed up inloc houses and pol-
luled the local stream. angd human inialive seemed
paralyzed Puusemp. who had been an art instructor in
he area and was Dwrector ol Instructional Resources at
nearby Ulster Community Colle elieve
€ woulg apply 10
dale what ne had Deen doing as an aruist in

243 Y

nght. and they voled o dissolve. ..
ownspeople didn t discover. through their mayor a
ew soiution io their prodlems They knew what their

oula have beén &1éaily funie He came to Rosendale.

t possible for everyone |0 see wrt'( had o be done

he.vole 10 dissolve was thews. not his. ~ =" - 7™

put its practical aftairs in order. Puusemp was able to
reduce long-standing factionaiism and lo reassure
lownspeople that dissolution did not have to mean loss
of negnpornood and community {as some: had
leared! Through the process of coming 10 grips with

| the willage s Woudles and deciding 10 dissolve. they
! spenl more ume iogelner ang assumed more con-

scious responsioility tor their community than they had

while Puusemp haa approached the survival problem
ol Rosendale wilh 3 conceplual artist’'s theory ol social
behavior in ming s apphcation ol it was n day- Dy
day human terms

With the lask accomphished. he Iell that his uselul-
ness was over (and the artwork was complete) He
submitied his resignation as mayor lor reasons of fami-

ly heaith -and Trusiee Mark Phelan succeeded him

p dynamics and DfECchlwe benavior He would i The documents indicale inal the news\was sadly re-

news accounls {rom neighbonng papers., whlch lol-

they did face il. they could notonly save the village but-
first ook at the hine-by-hine expenses of running a-
could save by handhing therr alfairs responsibly. °

police lorce were reorgamzed “Village assets’ were -

lederal and state’ ass:stance Eventually residenls saw-:,
“that the’ mevnable neil step “for 'Rosendale ‘was 10"

P
.l

solution was Nenmer did he urge them. romantically, -
1o suck 1o menr independence at a iime when this-

elached lrom its history and personalities. and made °

Bul. it must be agded. besides helping the village 1o

lor a long time In thus small saga. o was crucial that: |
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AR Inelown’ He lefamrdst pubhc appreciation |

eltled with his family 1n Utan where 160ay he s 4

arkefer of ski resorts and lravel lours _He saysthathe

‘ haldly ever thinks of art anymore bul that the Rosen.

i dale project was exl!emely mgmhcanl !o: everything
that followed -

Indeed. the story of Rosendale N Y might newvet
have been published Puusemp s tiend. the perionmn.
ance aruist Paul McCanbhy. hadn t urged hin 1o ao so
McCarthy was right in supposing that arisls woui

quietly making the rounds of those trying 1o break oul ov
the conventions of therr training

The sequence ol evenis in Rosendale uniike so
many innovative works of ar of the '60s and ‘70s was
not simply a novel kind of art event {or genre) wnich
was otherwise encased in pedecuy normal high-ar
contexis. lls genre was unusual. bul so were its lrame
s public. and its purpose None of these resembted
what we.had come 1o recognize as art That's why it1s
exemplary :

-The genre, of course. was lhe vullaoe and s survival
-problems The frame was _concentrated mn a geo-
graphic place. Rosendale. N.Y .and spread outward o:
Rosendale Township and Ulster County The public.
more properly Ihe participants. were the lownspeople.
Mayor Puusemp. county officials, lawyers reptesenla-

and readers of area newspapers. The purpose as N

-suggesied about such an_was lheragButic 19 cu cure 3

-locatiilness and allow village lile, and Puusemp

- really.exist by itself 2

10 go on more constructively. * w, -

merge with one anolher. no less lha('lhe artisl merges
withthe artwork and its membersh«p And the# Fwork —

the “work” merges with its surroundlrg_ and ooesn !

1 we look at the dissolution of Rosendale for a min-
ute as il 1t were just another antwork. one of is most
liberating imphications for artists 1s the absence ol ine|

image of the famous arfist al work. TS MOSTCTeITShE
“\__*_A

- ot WeSIeT greams—lame—=ras norcome upyetin :mj

article, but here 1s thempnale ptace. At noume gr
Puusemp announce that he was an arttst. and that ne
considered his ierm as mayor of a troubled village 1o
be an artwork. Nor 1s it hikely thal his booklet wouig
have been printed without Paul McCanhy's urging

1S_SO_Crycial
should be “sell- ev:ml—fﬁ—ﬁmﬁeﬂﬁg what s in¢
point of saying you're an arust who 15 making an ou! o!
a village s lroubles” You would conluse people they
might fee! insulted. and you would never pecorng
mayor Bul more basically. Wisin the nature of itenke
arloreduce and eliminale the son of fame associatec

wilh rock stars. socialiles. ang shor-ierm pomnc:a" n

you view the world as a unily. with ali things conneciea
Inciuding yoursell ang your work. then being cele-

8 -

LW

welcome Il. since the bookle! appeared il has beon —

tives of the lederal govemmen( and the publishers

brated with Ine exaggerated llention and' ;"l‘x
go with slardom almosi Invaran!

mporiance. separalionard—TIme. 1sola o
aont! yet knOW Tow 10 honor someone. or 0.

sueculale here thal the dissolution of Rosend @
lage tor the sake of its continued hle was equivale
the dissolution of Ravo Puusemp s politicat an cateer
tor the sake ol his life 100 . 0

ow consider a dt“erem example ot nlelnke an.:
Compared 1o the social goals and pubhic enactmen of

- Rosendale s dissolulion. Ihis one was sell-irans.

forming and private. The Rosendale story began with,
potiical commument and ended wilh personal re-.
evaluation This second aclivily began with subjeclive

‘w “preoccupationand ended with anearly mystical sense..

£cnan e

ol nature All ol us are partherd animal and part lone)
woll. so the two events should form a nice retalionship.

\.Teach diuminating the olher Since each was unmarked

at the time as an of any kind: it 1s understandable that
the artist of this work chooses to be nameless. simply

WeNtON - . L e A ehat

For each day ol a week around 3 » M when the wmd
fose on the dunes. a woman look a walk and waiched
her racks blow away behind nerf}Every evening she
wrole an account of her-walk-in a-journal To begin

. each successive day. she read her journal story and |

hen tried lo repeat exactly whal hag happened She
described lhts, experience. I, durns zas faithlully .as;

‘\possible. unul the week elapseq; Hall in lesl shewrote

in one passage l wanted 10.see; i | could stop -

e At TR R

Her ;oumal enlnes were nch m detanls Jncludmg not

-‘omy the facts of loolsleps up and down the dunes. the
* plowing sand. Ihe color of the sky.:ihe time taken. the

‘aistance covered. elc . but her. leelings as well. She

. —-adesenbed the sense of breaking the earh. of disturb-
... 'ng the immaculale and fragile crusts of giass par-

uicles. she wrole of Rer secret pleasure n making her
marks in that remole?ealm iree of others: she accepted
wilh satisfaction the absorption of her tracks back inio

..Ine earth as if they were hersell. -1,

There was alsofear She was alraid of lhe nmbalance
and-disonentation she expernenced N a vas! space
cefined by rhythms bul nol. by boundaries She was
alraid ol being lost Now and then she was dizzy. The

sting of the sand on her skin seemed an altack on her .

person She was alraid. above all ol the enormily of
nalure and ils inaitference .Grpped 50 dunng these
nmes the woman lound hersell olten walking nearly
backwards. with her head turned round. her eyes hold-
1ng on lo the tast shallow cralers of ner.steps.belore
Iney were obliteraled ‘

_Onine secondday lor instance she found it difficult
‘b repeal whal she had done and leit the day.belore
Sre thought that ner path was dilferent (the dunes. of
co.rse. had changed) Nevertheless. she persevered

Srwe noliced that she was scuthing Ihe sand in an aflort .
'O 1mpress upon il ner delernunalion ‘Severatl times

{0 belter emphasize .the expenenual -aspect of whal
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DISCOVERY PIECES
PERCEPTUAL PHENOMENA
1965 TO 1970

“INFLUENCE” WORKS

CONCEPTUAL SEED PLANTS

1970-1971

POLITICAL
ROSENDALE A

PUBLIC ART WORK
19741977

1980

“WORKS SHOWN AT
HOWARD WISE, N.Y. 1970
0.K. HARRIS, N.Y. 1970
HUNDRED ACRES N.Y. 1971
BOSTON M.F.A.
ELEMENTS EXHIBIT 1971

“MUSEUM"
ART GROUP NYC
1969-1971

"~ ART INSTRUCTION
ELLENVILLEN.Y.
1969-1973

INSTRUCTIONAL
RESOURCE DIRECTOR
ULSTER COUNTY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
T.V. & FILM
PRODUCTION
1973-1976

PROFESSIONAL
LOBBYIST &
PRESIDENT OF
MARKETING CO.
1976

HIGHLAND ART AGENTS
" 240SQ: BROADWAY
R 5th FLOOR
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90012




eoif'iq,%TOWN OF ROSENDALE

Building Inspecior

Box 423
ke Rosendale, New York 12472
Hosendate™ Phone 658-9639

varch 10, 1989

Yr. Dietrich Werner

Rosendale, New York 12472

Re: Huguenot Historical Society property
Tax Map No. 70.6-1-19

Dear Mr. Werner:

The above mentioned property, situzted within the
Town of Rosendale, appears to have been constructed prior
to the enactment of zoning laws. No certificate of occupancy

would have been required.

- Sincerely,

Edward R. Charlés

Building Ipnspector



